Appearance of esophageal peristalsis in treated idiopathic achalasia.
The authors studied 22 patients with severe dysphagia, and follow-up studies showed the appearance of some esophageal peristalsis for the first time in three of these patients after Heller myotomy. Comparison of pre- and postoperative clinical, radiological, and manometric data of these three subjects and the data of the other 19 patients showed no statistically significant differences between the two groups of patients either before or after cardiomyotomy except for the unusual appearance of esophageal peristalsis after surgery. According to these results it is not possible to predict which patients will develop peristalsis after cardiomyotomy. The different motor pattern observed after surgery might suggest the existence of a different pathogenesis underlying the esophageal motor disorders in these two groups of patients.